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Families	in	the	City	of	Atlanta	have	what	they	
need	to	ensure	that	all	children	starting	at	

birth	are	healthy,	learning,	and	developing	so	
that	they	enter	school	ready	for	success,	thrive	
once	in	school	and	are	prepared	to	reach	their	

full	potential	as	citizens	of	our	city.

Draft Vision



In order to achieve this vision, it is imperative that:
• Families have the	information	and	resources needed	to	create	safe,	nurturing	and	
enriching	experiences	that	support	children’s	early	learning	and	healthy	development.	
• Children	have	access	to	affordable,	high-quality	care	and	education	environments,	either	
in	or	out	of	home,	that	support	learning	and	development.	
• Data across	programs	and	agencies	is	shared and	used	to	inform	policies	and	practices	
that	create	opportunity	for	all	children	as	well	as	measure	and	communicate	progress	to	
the	community.
• Public	and	private systems are	interconnected	and	aligned to	provide	effective	support	
for	families,	children	and	programs	that	serve	them
• Resources and	funding	are	allocated	in	a	manner	to	reach	the	needs	of	young	children	and	
families	
• There	is	a	prolonged,	sustained	commitment from all	sectors	of	leadership in	the	City	of	
Atlanta	who	understand	and	champion	the	importance	of	the	first	eight	years	of	a	child’s	
life.



Make Infant/ Toddler Care More 
Affordable for Families Most in 

Need in the City of  Atlanta:

Draft	Recommendations



1.	Grants	to	High	Quality	Centers:We	propose	that	grants	be	made	available	for	
programs	willing	to	serve	between	10	and	20	infants	or	toddlers	from	families	up	to	
200%	of	the	federal	poverty	limit.	

• Grants	will	only	be	available	to	2	or	3	star	rated	programs	in	the	City	of	Atlanta.		
• As	this	grant	program	would	complement	a	similar	state	program,	we	propose	that	

the	reimburse	rate	mirror	the	reimbursement	rate	in	the	state’s	subsidy	grant	
program	which	is	$238/	week	per	child.	

• Family	Child	Care	Homes	are	encouraged	to	collaborate	with	centers	or	other	
anchor	entities	and	will	be	eligible	for	grants.	

We	propose	to	provide	grant	slots	for	up	to	250	infants	and	toddlers	at	a	cost	of	
approximately	$3	million	annually.



2.	Targeted	scholarship	funds:	We	are	particularly	concerned	that	there	are	not	enough	
high-quality	programs	to	meet	the	needs	of	families	in	school	communities	which	are	in	
high	need.		Therefore,	we	suggest	targeting	these	communities	with	a	child	care	
affordability	gap	scholarship	program	to	be	used	at	a	Quality	Rated	Center	of	the	parent’s	
choice.

• Cover	the	gap	between	10%	of	a	family’s	income	and	the	average	cost	of	child	
care.		

• Prioritize	families	of	birth	to	4-year	olds	in	the	Douglass	and	Carver	making	200%	
or	below	of	the	state’s	median	income;	AND

• Public	employees	including	firefighters,	police,	APS	and	early	education	teachers	
would	be	eligible	for	a	similar	affordability	gap	scholarship.		

We	propose	serving	up	to	1000	children	per	year	for	an	approximate	cost	of	$6	million.



3.	Expand the	United	Ways	Learning	Spaces	or	the	Y’s	Emerging	
Communities	program to	each	of	the	9	high	school	clusters	in	the	City	of	
Atlanta. The	cost	of	setting	up	and	operating	a	total	of	9	of	these	centers	
in	the	first	year	is	$360,000.	Each	year	of	operations	afterwards	would	be	

$135,000.



4.	Provide	Language	and	Literacy	coaches	in	infant	toddler	classrooms	in	centers	
participating	in	Quality	Rated.		Models	may	include	Language	and	Literacy	Grants	or	
Read	Right	From	the	Start	coaching	to	improve	quality	in	infant	and	toddler	
classrooms.		

We	propose	funding	up	to	25	classrooms,	at	$20,000	each.		Total	cost	annually	is	
$500,000.


