Comprehensive, Connected
Early Childhood Systems

Help Georgia's Young Children and e :
Families Thrive @ GEEARS

GEORGIA EARLY EDUCATION
ALLIANCE FOR READY STUDENTS

Children's experiences during the early years
set the foundation for their future learning and
development. In fact, more than one million
neural connections are formed each second
during the first years of a child's life, making
access to high-quality services and resources
even more important during this critical
window. The various programs, policies, and
agencies that help meet young children's early
learning, health, and economic needs
constitute an early childhood system.

Thriving
Children and
Families

Well-designed early childhood systems are
comprehensive, interconnected, and
interdependent, enabling children to reach their
full potential and ensuring stability and continuity of services from the prenatal stage through
school-age. A systems approach attempts to connect various sectors and child-serving
initiaives, despite the often siloed nature of such programs.

A Guide to Georgia's Child-Serving State Agencies

Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning (DECAL): DECAL licenses, monitors, and provides support for
child care providers throughout the state. The agency also administers Georgia's Pre-K program and is the lead
agency for the administration of the Child Care Development Fund (CCDF), the primary funding source for CAPS.

Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH): DPH leads Georgia's disease, injury, and disability prevention work;
promotes health and wellbeing; and prepares for and responds to health crises. DPH funds and collaborates with
Georgia’s 159 county health departments and 18 public health districts, emphasizing maternal and child health
through initiatives like Georgia Home Visiting and Babies Can't Wait early intervention services.

Georgia Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS): A division of the Georgia Department of Human
Services (DHS), DFCS oversees public child welfare in the state. DFCS responds to reports of abuse and neglect
against children, as well as oversees foster care placement and adoption services.

Georgia Department of Community Health (DCH): DCH oversees the administration of the statewide Medicaid
program, as well as PeachCare, Georgia’s need-based children’s health insurance program.

Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE): GaDOE oversees public K-12 education throughout the state. GaDOE
ensures that laws and regulations pertaining to education are followed and that state and federal money
appropriated for education is properly allocated to local school systems.

Georgia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities (DBHDD): DBHDD serves people living
with mental health challenges, substance use disorders, and intellectual and developmental disabilities by
operating state hospitals and providing for community-based services across the state through contracted
providers.

Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA): DCA supports communities in Georgia through local
government assistance, community and economic development, and affordable housing.
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